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“Clients value my strategic thinking and broad experience. By Education
combining practical insight with thorough analysis and careful J.D., Harvard Law School,
attention to detail, | help clients make informed decisions and 2008

accomplish their goals.” = Senior Editor and

Article Editor,

Ethel Branch advises tribal governments and enterprises on a wide range of legal, Environmental Law

governance, and business matters. Drawing on her experience as former Attorney Review

General to the Navajo Nation, she provides strategic counsel on issues involving = Subciter, International
tribal sovereignty, governmental operations, economic development, gaming, Law Journal

taxation, finance, regulatory compliance, and high-stakes disputes. » President, Native

As Attorney General, Ethel served as a trusted advisor to tribal leadership, American Law
providing legal and strategic guidance on governance, crisis response, complex Students Association
litigation, regulatory reform, and major development initiatives. She has extensive M.P.P., Harvard Kennedy
experience working with tribal leaders, federal agencies, and state officials to School, 2008

address sensitive intergovernmental issues and develop solutions that advance

tribal priorities while navigating complex legal and regulatory frameworks. A.B., Harvard University,

cum laude, history, 2001
Ethel has significant experience in tribal finance and economic development.

She advises clients on sophisticated financing transactions, capital projects, Bar Admissions
and economic development initiatives, including the structuring and review of Navajo Nation, 2008
financing documents and the legal and regulatory considerations associated with

major infrastructure and business investments. Arizona, 2009

Washington, 2013

Ethel is particularly skilled at helping tribes protect and advance their sovereign
(inactive)

interests through both litigation and negotiation. She regularly advises on matters
involving sovereign authority, treaty rights, risk management, dispute resolution,
and regulatory compliance, providing practical guidance informed by firsthand
experience in tribal government.

Court Admissions

U.S. District Court, District

of Arizona
Prior to joining Miller Nash, Ethel served as the 11th and 13th Attorney General of

the Navajo Nation, where she led efforts to protect the Nation’s water and voting
rights and enhance public health and safety. She also served as a Deputy County
Attorney with the Coconino County Attorney’s Office. Earlier in her career, Ethel
practiced at a nationally recognized boutique tribal law firm, representing tribal
governments and enterprises on a wide range of legal and governance matters.
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Professional Activities

= Potawatomi Ventures
— Board Member, 2026-present
= Navajo Nation Bar Association, Member, 2008-present

Civic Activities
= Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief Fund
— Board Chair, 2020-present
— Executive Director, 2021-2023
— Interim Executive Director, 2020-2021
— Founder and Leadership Team Member, 2020
= Seattle Human Rights Commission
— Co-Chair, 2014-2015
— Member, 2013-2014
= Native American Youth & Family Center
— Board Member, 2009-2011
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